26/132(19.7%) ARI cases with low PCT, treated with antibiotics and excluded from the analyses.
Due to increasing antibiotic resistance, antibiotic use for children's respiratory infections should be lessened in the community. WBC (especially neutrophils) rise more rapidly than PCT and CRP in invasive bacterial infections, being helpful for diagnosing pneumococcal bacteremia in young children [3] . Thus, the combined use of the markers sounds rationale in children with pneumonia. Rapid, sufficiently reliable bedside tests are currently available for PCT, CRP, and WBC, and their combined use should be studied in children with pneumonia. Children with other respiratory infections rarely benefit from any laboratory tests.
